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NAVY DEPARTMENT,

Bureau Equipment and Recruiting,
WASHINGTON, D. C.,

June 21, 1889.

Sir: For reasons of a personal nature already explained to you, I have
the honor to tender my resignation as Chief of this Bureau, to take effect July
31, 1889.

I avail myself of this occasion to thank you for the uniform courtesy and
confidence accorded to me during our association, and to wish your adminis-
tration the best and fullest success.

With high regard,

Your obedient servant,

W. S. SCHLEY,

Hon. B. F. TRACY,                                                           Chief of Bureau.

Secretary of the Navy.

Four days after this communication had reached the secre-
tary the latter addressed the following letter to the chief of
bureau:

NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON^ D, C.,

June 25, 1889.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st instant,
tendering your resignation as Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and Recruit-
ing in the Navy Department, to take effect July 31 next.

In complying with your wish to leave the Navy Department for personal
reasons which, in conversation, you have fully explained to mer I hereby accept
your resignation as Chief of the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, to take
effect July 31 next.

In so doing I wish to express to you the kindly feeling which has attended
our mutual relations and duties, and to assure you of my regret that an inter-
course so pleasantly begun should be so soon terminated.

If you have any choice as to your immediate future employment, I shall
be glad to meet your views, so far as practicable, in your assignment to duty.

With every wish for your success in the various positions to which your
future naval career may carry you, and with renewed assurances of my esteem

and respect,

Believe me, my dear Commodore,
Very truly yours,

B. F. TRACY,
Secretary of the Navy.
Commodore W. S. SCHLEY, U. S. N.,

Chief Bureau Equipment and Recruiting,
Navy Department.

In a conversation a few days afterward the secretary stated
that he was not as familiar then as he hoped soon to be withignment was
